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Not wanting to blow our own trumpet, but this edition contains some really good articles, with 
intrepid members scouring the ends of the earth to bring you stories to read on the kharzi.  
Hopefully this will inspire some of you to make your own contributions, after all the quality of 
Waterspout is down to the contributors (irrespective of how hassled they’ve been thankfully).  
Rest assured, if you haven’t had an article in this edition, I’ll be after one for the next! 

If you want to see one of your photos on the front of Waterspout or an article included (and 
even if you don’t) please supply a photo or electronic copy or email Vic Cooper (I’m getting 
tired of having to write things myself!). 
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I don’t need to look at a calendar to know that the dive season is rapidly approaching. I simply 
open up my e-mail and there subtly attached to a seemingly harmless e-mail is the life 
committing DIVE PROGRAM. I ignore it…it’s only a draft anyway and I’m not committing 
precious Sunday morning shut eye to…then you get the call. The conversation, well 
rehearsed and crafted, as only a DO can, coerces me in to marshalling dives on weekends 
that no one else wants to do. I should have learnt by now commit early and pick the most 
convenient days Doh! There is a lesson for us all here! 

For anyone who has ever dived the Valentine Tanks, the talk given by Mr John Pearson at the 
Bovington Tank Museum must surely have been pure entertainment.  

The event, attended by members passed and present, was marvellously put together by 
Adrian King and highlighted the development of the Valentine Tanks, their unique design and 
the unfortunate fateful sinking of six of these amphibious craft in Poole Bay.  

Mr Pearson described his intermit knowledge of the craft with contagious enthusiasm and I 
have a sneeky feeling we will be hearing from him again regarding a future possible deep sea 
resurrection.  

Recently the news has been full of doom n’ gloom about the rapid rise in sea temperatures 
around our coastline and the dire prospects of tropical marine life inhabiting our waters…..I’m 
sorry did I miss something…frankly I’ve had my fill of of  blennies, pout whiting and wrasse! 
(Bring on the bronze whalers to make deco more entertaining! - Ed)  

“Er..life any good?”  

“Yeah not bad, saw a couple of clown fish, black tipped reef sharks, manta ray, not as big as 
last weekend though” 

Hmm sounds a bit more fun might be had off Poole Patches yet! 

But seriously, lets look forward to a great seasons safe diving. 

Dive safe 

 

Martin  

Chairman 



� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � � �


 ����
 " 
��
 �! 


 

 

���0��$
��
��������#
 1
�%����
2���3 

Sunday 11 February saw a significant event in club history- I actually organised a social 
outing and if I say so myself - it was a great success! 

38 adults and 10 kids from 3 clubs visited the Bovington tank museum with 
the intention of seeing a Valentine Tank on dry land rather than in 6 meters 
of water (has someone put them on blocks? Ed).  

Not only did we get to clamber on an identical tank but we also had a chance 
to inspect an amphibious Sherman which used the same technology. The 
day was made possible for us as a result of a contact with John Pierson (see 
opposite) who is a “friend” of the museum, and an authority on the 
amphibious Valentine and Operation Smash which led to the loss of 6 tanks 
in the bay only 2 months before D Day. 

John gave us a detailed talk about the development of the Duplex Drive Valentine, including 
some fascinating library footage of Operation Smash and then gave us an insight into his 
restoration project involving then last surviving example of a DD Valentine. 

A great morning followed by lunch in the Ship in Wool. 

 

10 Valentine facts  

1. 7000 were built of which about 700 were amphibious 

2. The Sherman was used on D Day because it was bigger and the gun faced forwards 
rather than backwards. 

3. Amphibious Valentines’ do not like rough water 

4. The maximum number of congers seen on one Valentine at one time is 7 

5. Fat People cannot fit in one 

6. Brian Hutchings a previous member of the club made 2 underwater Cine films about them 
in the 1970’s 

7. One of the Valentines drove up on the training bank, was washed off by the tide and then 
sunk by the Navy  

8. Valentines have a Rolls Royce engine and do nearly 1 mile to the gallon 

9. Valentines hurt if you bang your knee on one 

10. The canvas used for the skirt was not bullet proof (thanks for that clarification Rex) 
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The day was all the more enjoyable for the company of divers from Arnewood and 

Hamworthy and it is hoped we can co-operate in a 
similar way on more outings in the future. 

Now in planning, is a trip to the Signals Museum in 
Blandford to see an Enigma coding machine and to the 
Submarine Museum in Portsmouth. These things seem 
to take me a long time to organise so I though I might 
coincide one of them with the Olympics in 2012! 

During the debrief in the pub,  John Pierson suggested 
that are no remaining examples of a mk 11 valentine 
turret, which any fool knows has a machine gun port.  
Five  of the valentines in the bay, the ones which were 
blown up are mk 11’s and he suggested it would be 
good to raise the four sections and rebuilt a turret as a 
memorial.  If anyone fancies this as a project it could be 
good fun – Vic.  The first step is to locate the five sites – 
anyone got any numbers? 
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The 2007 season is upon us and we can only hope that we get a season as good as last 
year, with some flat calm weather and excellent viz.  Hopefully the club is regaining its 
reputation for providing adventurous safe diving and we can hope to see a rise in active diving 
members. 

We learned a few things over the year, principally the oxygen set wasn’t big enough to supply 
two divers for more than about 30 mins.  It transpires the two three liter bottles have a fill 
pressure of 130 bar!  We have now replaced these with a single 10 liter of oxygen filled to 200 
bar, which we can get refilled at DDS, which should be more than sufficient till the helicopter 
arrives! 

The dive programme is included in the center pages, however, all the diving is dependant on 
who wants to dive and the weather, with the dive marshal developing a suitable plan.  You 
can also organize additional dives, boat trips, water skiing (the boat is insured) etc, the boat is 
an asset for the members and needs to be used, all you need is an approved boat handler 
(see contact list) and away you go.   

All Dive Marshals and “Dive Leaders should take a look at the Club Dive risk assessment as it 
represents the clubs minimum standards for dives.  It runs to 8 pages and covers all 
situations, the risk assessment is posted on the club website www.divingdorset.co.uk or I can 
supply hard copies.  Any constructive comments would be useful. 

Junior members showing a valentine Tank 
the same regard as the Germans did 
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I try and use these articles to get people thinking and during my recent rebreather course I 
noticed that Phil Short was wearing a rather natty neckband to retain his bail out regulator 
(see below).  This got me thinking about the way people in the club retain there pony/spare 
valves.  Some of you might think that is less of a concern to you (as you would never run out 
of air) than to your buddy, well think again! Here are my thoughts. 

Imagine that you were such a bad diver that you ran out of air on a dive, which of your 
buddies regulators are you going to go for?  The one you can see working in their mouth or 
the one or more spare regs located randomly about their person?  You’ve guessed it and 
consequently your pony or octopus regulator is more likely to be used by you than your 
buddy.  On this basis you need to know where your spare reg is and make sure it stays there 
till you or your buddy need it. 

 

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION 

The first choice is where to keep your spare/octopus reg?  From the previous para, I think its 
obvious your buddy will be staring wide eyed at you by this point, so the closer the regulator is 
to your face the better.  My view is that emergency regulators should be either in your mouth 
or round your neck.  As your buddy starts looking from your eyes down your body, its the first 
place they’ll see. 

 

HOW TO RETAIN YOUR SPARE REG.  

The choice for Octopus or second regs of a twin set is easy.  
Breath from the regulator you intend to donate and retain the 
other regulator on a short loop of bungy cord around the neck.  
This is best achieved by cutting of the cable tie retaining the 
mouth piece, tying a knot in each end of the bungy, replacing 
the cable tie with the two knotted ends of the bungy under the 
cable tie on each side of the mouth piece (see opposite).  
Quick cheap and efficient. 

Pony and bailout regulators present a more difficult problem, 
as they need to accessible to yourself and your buddy.  This 
means that the retaining mechanism can’t be solid and has to 
allow the reg to be pulled free by your buddy.  Unfortunately the problem with half the gizmos 
sold is that the regs come out a bit to easily (when you get off the boat) and are then tucked 
(un)safely out of the way for the rest of the dive.  Again my 
preference is for a neck loop, but then there are two separate 
approaches: 

·  A fixed loop of cord (not bungy) around the neck attached 
to a small clip.  Attach a small easily broken loop to the 
spare regulator (a thin o ring or cable tie is ideal).  The reg 
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is then secured round the neck loop with a clip.  In the event of your buddy needing the 
reg it can be broken free (why you don’t use bungy) the rest of the time you know exactly 
where it is; 

·  The second approach uses a length of bungy knotted at 
each end.  The ends are looped round so that they overlap 
a couple of inches.  Cable ties are then pulled to lightly 
secure each knotted end against the overlapping bungy to 
form a small loop, or the bungy is overhand knotted around 
the bungy.  The mouth piece of the spare reg is then put 
through this loop.  This small loop is then tensioned before 
the ends are pulled tight (and cable ties secured if used).  
When set correctly the regulator can be pulled free, but is 
normally retained in the loop.  This system does have the 
disadvantage that it springs back at you when the reg is 
pulled free but I suspect this will be the least of your 
worries! 

 

One final important point, stage decompression bottle regs are different and are retained on 
the stage bottle so they aren’t picked up and used by mistake.  These bottles will contain 
hyperoxic mixes, capable of giving you a PPO2 in excess of 1.4 bar, which could seriously ruin 
your day! 

Safe Diving 

Vic 

 

!�
4���$
��
'�&���
0#
5���#
5���$ 

�
�
6����
,�$��������
,7 

 The 1980's  

The Branch activities and training routines had really settled down in this period.  Diving holidays 
began to be available in the U.K, from the Orkneys to the Isles of Scilly. The Nancy Anne, although the 
same black colour as the old Souvenir, had never inherited the Black Pig's reputation. Mike Cooper , 
with Tony Cumming's  - soon to become a National Instructor, decided to build a "proper" diving boat, 
based on their experience with her. In 1982, the new Nancy Anne was built and finished with the help 
of many members assisting. She's perfect for local diving and is going well to this day.  Decca was 
becoming more generally available and, as a back up, there was always Brian  Hutchings  and his 
sextant. 

The James's invested in a 24' N'at'ant motor sailor, "Quink" with Neil King  taking up "Souvenir 2". As 
well as for family trips to France and the Channel Islands, Quink became useful as complementary 
diving partner to Souvenir 2.  The two boats operating together made wreck location a dream and also 
provided back up when there was a failure in navigation equipment or mechanics. We started using a 
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magnetometer, as recommended by the R.N. Hydrographic Department. We were even more 
technical! 

The Magnetometer was a combined purchase with Cliff Lock  who worked for H M Defence 
Department and never discussed what he did. We found out much later that he was an expert on 
magnetometers used on aircraft for locating submarines. He was (no surprise) an ex Fleet Air Arm 
pilot and had flown Barracuda torpedo bombers from carriers. Once again, we found much later that 
he had been involved in the dive bombing of the Tirpitz when she was in a narrow fiord in Norway. Not 
the easiest of tasks to contemplate!  Of course, "frogmen" had their go at her as well. 

Cliff had taken to diving right from its onset and was particularly skilled at lifting lobsters. In his "best " 
year he took 117, all on mask and snorkel dives.  Beat that! 

One "divers expedition" (1982) to the fleshpots of Alderney was with Neil King, Alan Spicer   and Phil 
Aires  as crew and it turned out to be eventful if only for the extremes of weather conditions which 
were to be experienced. We arrived in dense fog and were only saved a lot of grief by our previous 
experience with the Decca navigation.  Entering a channel named "The Swinge" in thick weather in 
itself called for nerve! When we made our way into Braye Harbour the fog so dense it was difficult to 
see from one mooring buoy to another. We got applause and  congratulations from the yachtsmen 
already marooned there.  

On the return trip, motor sailing North towards home in fairly foul weather, we heard over the marine 
radio that one of the cross channel ferries had experienced 65 knots of wind across her decks at the 
Needles Channel approaches. The Captain requested the Coastguard to put out a general weather 
warning to small boats. They were slow in responding and the warning was requested again within a 
few minutes with a much more forceful instruction! 

Within a very short period these winds hit Quink like a hammer, healing us over on our beam-ends. 
Lightening struck the sea round about us; the roar of the wind made even shouted commands 
inaudible and the cleats jammed in the mainsheets with the force of the wind.  As the wind eased a 
little, we began to regain control and eventually got back on course. The navigation electronics 
refused to cooperate due to the electrical charges from the lightening and we had to check our 
position with radio calls to nearby commercial ships as they passed, who were all very sympathetic. 

We got back to Poole eventually but Phil Aires swore he would never go out sight of land again, ever. 
Alan Spicer - ex merchant Navy; said he had never experienced anything like it. We all also decided in 
future to stick to what we knew best, diving. 

And so to the 90's and beyond! 

Now diving was approaching the technical efficiency we have today.  Gear which makes being 
underwater really safe and comfortable, mixture diving for staying down longer, although this makes 
some tide riding more likely.  Navigation with GPS which not only tells you where you now are 
precisely but how long it will take you to get to where you want to be, and even down to detailing the 
lunch menu.  Diving holidays in Scotland and Salcombe with superb accommodation and boat 
facilities and Malta, the Red Sea etc etc. 

What shines through is the same camaraderie with which this sporting activity started.  Whilst it is a 
sport, competition doesn't really enter into it. All help the others and watch out for their welfare. If 
you've dived in U K waters with B.S.A.C., you can dive anywhere. 

I' m glad to have played a small part in it. 

JJ (ex Fleet Air Arm!) 
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Last year was very successful from a social point of view. We made £760 as well as having a 
lot of fun. This figure, particularly needs to be compared with the previous accounting year’s 
total of £0!! 

We had a very successful Christmas party at City Bay Views, attracting both old and new 
members, getting everyone well & truly into the Christmas spirit. 

By the time you read this six lucky people will have had the opportunity to be at the controls of 
a 6 axis Full Motion Simulator of a Sikorski S61( same model as Bristows SAR helicopter at 
Lee and Portland) with Dusk / Night visuals.  This was very kindly offered to us by Lloyd 
Watson and will also give a welcome boost to our funds as we were able to raffle the event. 
Let’s just hope that none of us get to experience a ride in one of these for real! 

On 11th February there is a trip planned to visit the Tank Museum to admire a Valentine Tank, 
so we can compare the sunken & non sunken version. We will also be having a presentation 
by John Pearson who is a renowned expert on these tanks. This will, of course be followed by 
some light refreshment in a local hostelry! 

14th April brings us the President’s Party. This will be held at the Blue Boar Pub in Poole and 
start at 7.30pm. There will be a presentation, followed by a buffet. This is traditionally a well 
attended and fun event. This year we have managed to get Rick Stanton to come down and 
talk to us. Rick is arguably the country’s foremost cave diver, holding the British cave diving 
depth record at Wookey Hole (See Article).  

Over the last year we have built up relations with Hamworthy Sub Aqua Association. We are 
hoping to organise a “Pre Plunge Party” in association with them and will keep our members 
posted by email. This should be the first of many joint ventures so please come along and 
support these joint events. They are a really nice bunch. 

July 21st will play host to the club BBQ at the Palmers House at Tollard Royal, they’ll probably 
have Madonna around again complaining about the noise!  Camping in the garden is 
available, why not bring a friend or even friends.  More details can be obtained from the 
lovelly Nicki or Brian on 01725 516458. 

A final reminder that the regular Monday evening slot at the Fiveways Pub, Charminster is still 
going strong. Come along from around nine o’clock for a drink and a chat about diving. New 
members especially welcome. What started as a small group is slowly gathering strength and 
it would be great if the numbers could continue to grow. 
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I’ve put together some useful dive marshal info.  Below are the tidal streams for our two main 
dive areas.  With a set of Dover Tide Tables you can establish when slack water will be for 
these areas. 

As a Marshall you’re responsible for: 

·  getting the electrics and keys from either the previous marshal or Boat Officer (Steve 
Ching); 

·  making the decision about the dive site (in conjunction with an approved marshal - see the 
contact list- if you’re not one), based on who wants to dive, weather and any other salient 
reason – Non-members can book spaces, but club members take priority until Thursday 
night; 

·  ensuring there is always an approved boat handler in the boat - see the contact list; 

·  doing the engine checks; 

·  getting away on time; 

·  pairing people up; 

·  making sure the dive logs are filled in and returned to either Steve or myself; 

·  Ensuring there’s enough fuel for the next marshals dive; 

·  collecting the money/tokens; 

·  Having a good time! 
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The Dive programme is open to non-members, dives can be booked anytime, but club members take priority till the Thursday 
before the weekend.  The Marshal can show discretion if non-members are members guests and are traveling along way. 

Day Date HW 
Dover 

LW 
Poole 

Arrive 
for 
Slack 

Approx 
depart 
time 

Minimum grade Dive site Marshall   Notes 

Saturday 31-Mar 11:06 16:04 10:06 8:36 Ocean Diver Poole Patches Mike Dominey     

Sunday 01-Apr 11:36 16:44 10:36 9:06 Ocean Diver Fleur Steve Ching     

Friday 06-Apr 13:51 7:02 12:51 11:21 Ocean Diver Fleur/Tanks Volunteer rqd     

Saturday 07-Apr 14:17 7:33 13:17 11:47 Ocean Diver Poole Patches Mike Dominey     

Sunday 08-Apr 14:48 8:08 13:48 12:18 Ocean Diver Tanks Steve Ching     

Monday 09-Apr 15:29 8:50 14:29 12:59 Sports Diver Betsy Anna Volunteer rqd     

Saturday 14-Apr 9:27 14:43 14:27 12:57 Ocean Diver Swanage Bay Mike Dominey     

Sunday 15-Apr 10:15 15:34 9:15 7:45 Ocean Diver Betsy Anna Vic Cooper   Could go for 15-15 slack 

Saturday 21-Apr 14:39 7:35 13:39 12:09 Ocean Diver Peveril Ledges Mike Dominey     

Sunday 22-Apr 15:26 8:23 14:26 12:56 Ocean Diver Tanks/Fluer Martin Wooley     

Saturday 28-Apr 9:49 14:44 14:49 13:19 Ocean Diver Peveril Ledges Mike Dominey     

Sunday 29-Apr 10:29 15:29 9:29 7:59 Sports Diver Kyarra/Firth Fisher Malcolm Gordon   Could go for 15-29 slack 

Saturday 05-May 13:32 6:37 18:32 17:02 Ocean Diver Peveril Ledges Mike Dominey     

Sunday 06-May 14:03 7:11 13:03 11:33 Sports Diver Besy Anna Kai Chandler     

Monday 07-May 14:39 7:49 13:39 12:09 Ocean Diver Carantan John Lewis     

Saturday 12-May 7:51 13:03 12:51 11:21 Ocean Diver Mile Markers Mike Dominey     

Sunday 13-May 8:51 14:04 13:51 12:21 Sports Diver Borgany Steve Ching     

Saturday 19-May 13:40 6:33 18:40 17:10 Ocean Diver Mile Markers Mike Dominey     

Sunday 20-May 14:26 7:20 13:26 11:56 Sports Diver Venezula Simon Bevan     

Saturday 26-May 8:04 13:07 13:04 11:34 Ocean Diver Kimmeridge Mike Dominey     

Sunday 27-May 8:59 14:01 13:59 12:29 Ocean Diver Kimmeridge Lloyd Watson     

Monday 28-May 9:45 14:50 14:45 13:15 Ocean Diver Kimmeridge Vic Cooper     

Saturday 02-Jun 12:47 18:00 17:47 16:17 Ocean Diver Swanage Bay Mike Dominey     

Sunday 03-Jun 13:23 18:38 12:23 10:53 Sports Diver Kyarra/Firth Fisher Ian Hepple     

Saturday 09-Jun 6:05 11_25 11:05 9:35 Ocean Diver Swanage Bay Mike Dominey     

Sunday 10-Jun 7:10 12:29 12:10 10:40 Sports Diver Betsy Anna Kai Chandler     

Saturday 16-Jun 12:42 17:54 17:42 16:12 Ocean Diver Kimmeridge Mike Dominey     

Sunday 17-Jun 13:29 18:43 12:29 10:59 Sports Diver Kyarra Malcolm Gordon     

Saturday 23-Jun 5:54 11:08 10:54 9:24 Ocean Diver Kyara/Mile Markers Mike Dominey     
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Day Date HW 

Dover 
LW 
Poole 

Arrive 
for 
Slack 

Approx 
depart 
time 

Minimum grade Dive site Marshall   Notes 

Sunday 24-Jun 6:57 12:06 11:57 10:27 Sports Diver Borgany Steve Ching     

Saturday 30-Jun 11:55 17:05 10:55 9:25 Ocean Diver BBQ Sandbanks Mike Dominey     

Sunday 01-Jul 12:33 17:47 11:33 10:03 Ocean Diver Swanage Bay Simon Bevan     

Saturday 07-Jul 16:54 9:54 15:54 14:24 Ocean Diver Swanage Bay Mike Dominey     

Sunday 08-Jul 17:51 10:53 16:51 15:21 Sports Diver Baron Lloyd Watson     

Saturday 14-Jul 11:47 16:57 16:47 15:17 Ocean Poole Patches Mike Dominey     

Sunday 15-Jul 12:32 17:45 11:32 10:02 Dive Leader Aparima John Lewis     

Saturday 21-Jul 16:25 9:21 15:25 13:55 Ocean Diver Peveril Ledges Mike Dominey     

  21-Jul         Palmers BBQ       

Sunday 22-Jul 17:10 10:02 16:10 14:40 Sports Diver Saragosso Ian Hepple     

Saturday 28-Jul 10:57 16:03 15:57 14:27 Ocean Diver Poole Patches Mike Dominey     

Sunday 29-Jul 11:36 16:50 10:36 9:06 Sports Diver Galia Martin Wooley     

Saturday 04-Aug 15:39 8:37 14:39 13:09 Ocean Diver Poole Patches Mike Dominey     

Sunday 05-Aug 16:24 9:23 15:24 13:54 Dive Leader Ajax Malcolm Gordon     

Saturday 11-Aug 10:52 16:00 9:52 8:22 Ocean Diver Peveril Ledges Mike Dominey     

Sunday 12-Aug 11:37 16:47 10:37 9:07 Dive Leader Hartburn Paul Bluett     

Saturday 18-Aug 15:04 8:05 14:04 12:34 Ocean Diver Peveril Ledges Mike Dominey     

Sunday 19-Aug 15:34 8:37 14:34 13:04 Dive Leader Mendi John Lewis   No GPS markings @ present 

Friday 24-Aug 8:43   

Saturday 25-Aug 9:48 

Sunday 26-Aug 10:35 
  

Monday 27-Aug 10:35 

      

Ocean Diver+ West Bay Paul Bluett   

  

Saturday 01-Sep 14:28 7:30 13:28 11:58 Ocean/Sports  Betsy Anna/Peveril Mike Dominey     

Sunday 02-Sep 15:09 8:10 14:09 12:39 Sports Diver Aeolian Sky Tony McCoy     

Saturday 08-Sep 9:51 14:57 14:51 13:21 Ocean Diver Mile Markers Mike Dominey     

Sunday 09-Sep 10:41 15:46 9:41 8:11 Dive Leader Avanti Vic Cooper     

Saturday 15-Sep 13:58 19:17 18:58 17:28 Ocean Diver Pevril Ledges Mike Dominey     

Sunday 16-Sep 14:22 19:46 13:22 11:52 Dive Leader Derna Lloyd Watson   No GPS markings @ present 

Saturday 22-Sep 8:03 13:17 13:03 11:33 Ocean Diver Swanage Bay Mike Dominey     

Sunday 23-Sep 9:15 14:29 14:15 12:45 Sports Diver Venezula Ian Hepple     

Saturday 29-Sep 13:20 18:48 12:20 10:50 Sports/Ocean Poole Patches Mike Dominey     

Sunday 30-Sep 14:01 19:29 13:01 11:31 Sports Diver Galia Tony McCoy     
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Note all Dive sites are provisional on weather and experience of divers, the dive marshal will attempt  to meet everyone’s 
needs.  If you want to go diving irrespective of the dive site phone the Marshall!  The Boat will go out diving with a minimum of 
two divers and an approved boat handler, so why not organize a few evening dives.
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Check the fluid levels in the following places: 

 
 

Also look around the engine for anything loose!  

Inside the console hatch should be: Spare lubricants, Duck oil, Flares, tool kit, bucket/sponge 
detergent, spare shot lines, O2 kit including kit aid kit, container (sealed) with space blankets, 
mars bars and energy drinks, funnel, fuel can, sea anchor (in tube). 

Under the seat: A-flag, Dive tables and log sheets, note down the engine run hours before 
starting (gauge under steering wheel). 

Engine box cover: Bilge handle, engine flush bellows, dive knife. 

When you get back, please remember to wash over the boat, flush out the engine and check 
around the engine again (not the hot stuff). Fill out the dive sheet and collect the money. This 
is just a rough guide, if you are not sure on the boat checks I’m happy to show you when we 
go out diving. 

If you have any problems with the boat please call me but if it’s really bad, just hope you can 
run faster than me! 

Steve Ching 

��-���
<�0$���$
 �$
0������
�$
��
$�	�%$ 


In the last Waterspout article I confessed to not being weird enough to be able to tell the sex of 
lobsters.  Well someone in the club is! Although I won’t divulge his identity, I normally get this sort of 
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deviant info from Rex.  Apparently the last pair of legs of a male lobster are modified to form a tube 
when placed together, allowing him to deposit his sperm on the females eggs with a degree of 
accuracy.  I can’t believe how informative this mag gets!I? 
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Over the years a number of plates have been found in the Swanage Bay Area.  These plates 
have a rope design around the edge and in the middle, with a number in the centre or on the 
outside edge. 

Ask any two divers where they originate and you’ll get two different answers.  Well here’s a 
third and my story is that that these were Royal Navy mess plates, made in the Williams Yard, 
Plymouth and date from around 1895 (late Victorian).  While these plates have no great 
value, they are more than 100 years old and deserve a place on the mantle piece! 

 

 
 

Mike Dominey 

(��)
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Rick will be the guest speaker at the Presidents Party on the 14th of 
April.  I’ve known him for about 5 years, having helped him on his push 
at the St Saveur resurgence in the Dordogne France.  In the last few 
years we’ve been spoilt with presentations from Kevin Gurr and Phil 
Shortand this will be another opportunity to meet another world class 
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diver (and he lives near my mum,drinks beers and wont be driving and doesn’t use male 
cosmetic products!) Here’s a bit  of info I’ve picked up from the web about him. 

In cave diving there are two different styles – technical divers who dive in flooded caves but 
rarely leave the water, & cavers who dive but treat the flooded section as a barrier to finding 
further dry cave. Rick Stanton is a rarity in that he is at the top of both disciplines. Time & 
again he has exhibited a knack for pushing beyond the limits at which others have declared a 
cave to have ended. 
Rick a 45 year old firefighter from Coventry in England has been at the forefront of British 
cave diving for over twenty years. Starting with his first significant find (which was reported in 
a national newspaper) of a large section of new cave passage beyond sumps at the bottom of 
Notts Pot in Yorkshire in 1985. Initially a dry caver he learnt to dive whilst at university in 1979 
with the primary intention of exploring caves & sumps in the British Isles. This has been an 
ongoing process right up to the present day & during 2006 he has been leading a significant 
technical exploration of yet another flooded cave in Yorkshire called Black Keld.In the last 8 
years Rick has been involved in more technical cave diving using rebreathers (often two at a 
time) for long penetration & depth. Concentrating on the long deep siphons of N Europe, 
mainly in the Lot region of SW France but also in the other French, Spanish & Italian caves. 
His specialty is combining caving techniques to long & 
often deep multiple sump systems transporting large 
amounts of diving equipment through the dry 
sections of the cave in the pursuit of exploration. Typical 
has been the long running project at the popular 
Emergence du Ressel. In 1998 he passed the 1900m 
long & 80m deep 1st siphon using open circuit 
equipment, a feat considered impossible by its 
original explorer Olivier Isler the extraordinary Swiss 
cave diver of the 90’s who unable to remove his triple 
rebreather was prevented from proceeding further. 
Rick & his partner Jason pushed on in subsequent trips 
(not using rebreathers here until 2000) to reach a 
terminus over 4km of diving & five sumps from the entrance with trips of 48 hour duration. 
Many more caves have yielded finds to this type of siege using modified equipment adapted 
to each cave plus a high level of commitment. 
Having met the visionary American cave diver Bill Stone in the deep caves of Huautla Mexico; 
Rick was then involved on his Wakulla II expedition in Florida during 98/99 using Cis Lunar 
rebreathers & a sonic mapping device to chart the famous cave over a two month period. This 
involved bottom times of up to 4.5 hours at 60-90m. Since then he has been on two 
expeditions to Mexico with Bill also using rebreathers to explore remote sumps such as the 
ones at the bottom of the 1485m deep Cheve cave system where further explorations by Rick 
promoted this to be the 9th deepest cave in the world & deepest in the Western hemisphere.  
In 2004 when six British soldiers were trapped in a Mexican cave by flood water Rick was one 
of two divers flown out by the British Government to affect the rescue.  
Constantly making & adapting equipment especially for the cave environment Rick realized 
that small light weight rebreathers were the way forward for furthering exploration at many 
sites. He has developed & manufactured two such CCR units, most recently a unique side 
mount fully closed rebreather which has been instrumental in his achieving the British cave 
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Fuel Fact 
Should the cost of 
diesel ever match that 
of unleaded petrol then 
54% of motorboats 
survey by the RYA said 
they would seriously 
consider selling their 
boats!  

diving depth record of –90m in very challenging circumstances at Wookey Hole, the birth 
place of UK cave diving. 
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Since the 1930’s the UK along with Finland Belgium Ireland and Malta, has enjoyed a 
derogation on red diesel allowing both commercial and leisure use.  It carries a duty of 
6.44p/lt as opposed to road fuel, which is taxed at 47.1p/lt.  Strangely no one really knows 
why or how we came to be entitled to this in the first place?  

The European Commission has rejected the UK government’s application to continue the 
derogation that allows red diesel to be used in private pleasure craft in UK inland and coastal 
waters. 

Technically the derogation ended on 31st December. But the UK 
Government has made clear to the European Commission that it 
was simply not possible to introduce new arrangements from 1st 
January and has emphasised the need for flexibility in 
implementing the changes to the European Union Commissioner 
for Taxation and Customs Union. H M Treasury has promised a 
consultation in the New Year, and for the moment boat owners 
may continue to use red diesel in their vessels. 

So what does this mean for us 
as divers? 
Inevitably, it appears that there 
will be a hike in red diesel costs, 
which in turn will be reflected, in 
the diving fees we pay. So far 

the guidelines for reclaiming the VAT on fuel only really 
apply to commercial operators.  
I recently called Corral’s on Poole Quay and though 
sympathetic they were unable to help saying they had 
received as yet no information at all from any official sources. 

For further information on this subject Google Red Diesel or go to the following site which 
provide up to date information: www.waterways.org or www.rya.org.uk 

Martin Wooley (The Bling Wearing Taff – Simon I think this may stick) 
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Let’s face it, there are a couple of things you need to 
know if you’re thinking of diving in the Galapagos.  

First, the islands sit at the convergence point of three 
large and four or more smaller currents that come in 
from all point of the compass. The concept of slack 

Fuel Fact 
Every year the UK 
consumes 20723 
million litre of road 
diesel and 7492 
million litres of red 
diesel. 

The amount of fuel 
used by leisure 
boats represents 
just 0.05% of the 
total!  

Durdle Door? 
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water doesn’t really exist and dive planning becomes a truly arcane art. Tides don’t just go in 
and out or up and down, but at any given spot are modified by currents which also come and 
go, varying with season, moon, time of day, El Nino, La Nena, prevailing wind, saints days, 
what’s for lunch – almost anything. So there’s always a current - though you won’t know how 
fast or where it’s going until you get in the water – and you end up being banged against 
rocks (a lot) and don’t think these babies are even distantly related to our fluffy Dorset rocks 
with their smoothed edges, rounded boulders and patches of gravel and sand. These are 
granite hard, razor sharp, angular as a boarding-house landlady and just as unforgiving. If it’s 
not rock, it’s huge pink barnacles with shell-plates that’ll cut your hand like a hydraulic hole-
punch. So when the brochures advise a full-length suit and gloves for protection from rocks, 
believe it.  

What they tend to forget to mention is that although the islands sit astride the equator and it 
gets blisteringly hot on the boat or walking around the islands, the water isn’t. Much of it 
comes whistling straight up from Antarctica and several thousand miles of warming South 
American coastline just doesn’t do the job. The sea can be shockingly cold and a very familiar 
colour. Gently drifting over kelpy rocks in a bottle-green soup can be eerily similar to Ballard 
in March.  

Most of the team had a variety of high-tech, modular, multi-sealed, Kevlar coated, foil-lined 2 
and 3mm suits. To a man – and woman – it took hours of post-dive basking in the sun to 
warm up from the unexpected chill.  

I had an ancient two-piece I’d picked up for a tenner from the club auction. It was thick and 
stiff and until I ripped off the stick-on kneepads I couldn’t even bend my legs. My arms swung 
out like Boris Karloff and the jockstrap kept me crouched like Quasimodo. It was a nightmare 
to wrestle on and off, was the butt of everyone’s jokes  - and it kept me warm. In the absence 
of a vintage number like mine, two layers of 3mm neoprene would be the order of the day. A 
drysuit would be nice but you’d be medium rare and basted in your own juices before you’d 
finished kitting up. 

But is it worth it? Oh for goodness sakes! The Galapagos is one place where it does what it 
says on the tin. Many species are not only indigenous to the islands as a whole but are even 
more location specific, so go to the right island you’ll see whatever resides there and lots of 
them. The more you can spend on mobility and transport the more you’ll see; if it’s got to be 
sharks then you have to invest the time to go north to Wolf; if you’re happy to mix and match, 
stay more central and get a good mix of fish, iguanas (they really do sneeze salt water and 
can hit a camera lens at 10 feet), birds, reptiles and volcanic scenery. Further south you p-p-
pick up the penguins and flamingos. Stay long enough and see it all.  

And a quick word about species names. If you want to know what something is called, ask 
yourself what it is, stick either ‘Darwin’, ‘Galapagos’ or ‘Lava’ in front and you have a one-in-
three chance of being right. Darwin finches, Galapagos tortoises, lava lizards – it’s too easy. 

One thing you can’t get away from are the sealions which 
are an absolute joy. The females spend their lives sleeping, 
feeding the kids, sleeping, feeding themselves and 
sleeping. For them, the arrival of a boatload of divers is like 
the circus coming to town. They circle, dive, sneak up, blow 
bubbles, admire their reflection in your mask, peer over 
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your shoulder, nibble your fins – and make you feel unutterably clumsy and hugely privileged 
at the same time. Keep your arms folded – extended arms are seen as a threat  - keep 
moving and they’ll keep playing far longer than you can. Ok, like a bunch of playful pups they 
can sometimes get underfoot – you’ve just spotted your first pink Galapagos seahorse 
and…all you can see are whiskers and a pair of soulful brown eyes as she plays ‘catch’ with 
your bubbles. But you can’t get cross with them. And if you find the fish-breath a bit of turn off, 
stop kissing ‘em. 

So, you’re on one of those liveaboards that make the latest Red Sea cruisers look like the 
Hartlepool garbage scow, you’ve got to Wolf, the swell is merely daunting instead of terrifying 
and you’re going to see the sharks. In a complete reversal of the Red Sea where conditions 
are easy and the beasties elusive, in the Galapagos if you can survive the journey and the 
washing-machine motion of the water, you will be rewarded with enough close encounters of 
the elasmobranch kind to last a lifetime.  

Into the water, down the boulder-strewn slope 
and find a big rock to hide behind, out of the 
current. Looking around you can’t see any other 
divers, but the plumes of bubbles rising from 
hollows among the rocks tells another story. So 
there you all are, waiting, like Hollywood redskins 
ready to ambush the wagon train and sure 
enough, after a few minutes, slowly appearing 
out of the gloom – is it hammerheads or 
Galapagos sharks? moving slowly up current with 
idle sweeps of their tails, dozens and dozens until 
they fill your whole horizon…. suddenly one of 

the waiting braves breaks cover and races alone, whooping and hollering down the slope, lets 
fly and races back into cover again…..ok, lets not get too carried away but it’s not far off. It 
works this way: a diver can stay under cover out of the current and just watch these 
magnificent creatures amble past or try to get up close and personal. Take a few scalps as it 
were. As a feeble human you can’t even hold your ground, never mind keep up with the 
sharks. So all you can do is hurl yourself out of cover, swim like crazy to get below or 
amongst them, enjoy the moment for as long as you can before turning tail back to the shelter 
of another hole in the rocks before you completely lose sight of the slope. You’ve drifted 
maybe 50 or 100 metres down current, have no idea where your buddy is but can see a 
regular succession of bodies popping into view and being whirled briefly past before 
disappearing into the rocks again.  

And here’s the fun part: because these superbly efficient, remorseless killing-machines are 
scared of bubbles – oh yeah - you have to hold your breath or risk scaring them away! And 
they don’t like flashlights on cameras either so it’s natural light only please gentlemen. 
They’re impressive – but let’s face it, underneath they’re just big girls blouses. 

Away from sharks, the diving is a strange mix of clear blue or cloudy green water, clean 
seabeds and dusty kelp, the muted colours and familiar shapes of our temperate fish and the 
gaudy outlandish tropicals – often mixed together. There is something truly surreal about 
bobbing about off the shore of an island that looks like the moon, watching penguins darting 
around rocks that could have been lifted straight from Peveril. 



� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � � �


 ����
 �� 
��
 �! 


 
But with the cold and the currents, it is hard work. After ten days of lolling about, doing the 
occasional dive and eating for England I’d lost over a stone in weight. Guess I could do with a 
return trip. 

 

And don’t forget what’s ashore – land and marine iguanas, boobies, hawks and frigate birds, 
flamingoes, finches and owls, giant tortoises, land crabs, lizards, turtles and the ever present 
sealions, all amongst rain forest, savannah, cane fields, gritty sand wastelands and anvils of 
congealed, black, uncompromising lava. 

But do yourself a favour – unless you actually like being chased across the airfield by a bunch 
of machine-gun toting squaddies with dreams of fame and glory, do not - absolutely do not - 
lose your plane ticket home.   

Paul Bluett 
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Having joined the Club a year ago, Vic approached me with the words that most club 
members dread to hear, “Do you mind writing a quick article for the newsletter”?  I have to say 
that this is more difficult than any of the diving. 

What a friendly bunch you all are!  I have been made to feel very welcome and have enjoyed 
the non-diving activities I’ve been able to get to.  The talk from Kevin Gurr at the Presidents 
party was extremely interesting – although I’m not sure how I would have felt being in a 
submarine, stuck between the engine blocks in the Titanic at some ridiculous depth! 

The diving was varied, exciting, challenging, instructive and more importantly – safe, even if 
on one occasion it gave us the opportunity to use all that oxygen administration stuff we’ve 
learnt – thanks Vic and Anna – I’ve never seen so many people queue up to go in the pot with 
an attractive, young lady in my life!  Luckily no one suffered any ill effects and as always, 
lessons were learnt – the club needed a bigger O2 cylinder (now on the boat!) - but as is 
always the case, you only ever really find out these things when have to use them in anger. 

The high point for me last year was the wreck of the Aeolian Sky.  The weather was perfect, 
the viz about 15 mtrs, the sea flat calm, the company great and mackerel on the end of the 
lines – a perfect day.  And the low point – the lack of people at the AGM.  This is your club.  I 
know some of you may not have been able to make the AGM but I’m sure there were a few of 
you who could, the only explanation I can think of is that you’re all happy with the way the 
club is run – I certainly am – but it’s still a good opportunity to listen and contribute. 

So, one year on and I have to say it’s been highly enjoyable.  From a Welshman who likes to 
wear the ceremonial bling at every opportunity, a copper extorting money, to someone whose 
garden appears to be built out of years of accumulated finds from the ocean floor, the club is 
full of characters without whom the club couldn’t operate. 

Last year we were blessed with some of the best diving weather I’ve seen for a long time in 
the UK but it still struck me that more people could be diving.  Rarely was the dive boat full on 
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a Sunday – the boat’s a fantastic asset and we all agree that we would dearly love to hang on 
to it. – so come on – let’s get more people in the water this year.   

Simon Bevan 

 

Contact List 
Surname First      Boat Handler Dive Marshal 

Addy Shelagh     

Airs Phil     

Atkinson Nick     

Baert Fred     

Baker Toni     

Banks Alex     

Barrett John     

Beaumont Lucy     

Bevan Simon    �  

Bluett Paul   �  �  

Brewer Marc   �  �  

Brohier Collyn     

Brown Stephen     

Campbell Jacki   �  �  

Caulton Chris    �  

Chandler Kai    �  

Ching Stuart   �  �  

Ching Steve   �  �  

Collinson Dave     

Cooper Vic   �  �  

Cossey Paul     

Crinion Rosemary     

Davies Colin   �  �  

Davies Richard   �  �  

Dominey Mike    �  

Dyer Gillian     

Eames Pete     

Farndon Rex   �  �  

Gill Jeremy & Emma   �  �  

Gordon Malcolm     

Hammersley David     

Hamp  Alex     

Henderson Colin   �  �  

Hepple Ian     

Hoy John     

Hughson Iain     
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Surname First      Boat Handler Dive Marshal 

Hurlstone Alyson     

Hutchings Brian     

Hustler Michael     

Jones Steve     

King – Wong Yuk   �   

King Adrian & 

Tina 

  �  �  

Kirby Tim     

Knapper Vernon    �  

Lambert Nigel    . 

Lewis John   �  �  

Liddiard Margaret     

Lowe John    

McCrae Mike     

McCoy Tony     

MacGregor Nickie     

Mears John    �  

Morton James     

Palmer Brian   �  �  

Palmer Lydia     

Pepperrell Steven     

Perry Malcolm     

Pyle Ian   �  �  

Richardson Terry   �  �  

Sheffield David     

Spenceley Martin     

Trehorn Mark     

Turley Kathleen     

Watson Lloyd     

Wong Yuk-King     

Woolley Martin    �  

Wretham Bill     

Young Christine     

If you’re details are wrong or missing let me know – Vic 
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Last year saw the covert formation of a club fishing section, with a number of trips to source 
mackerel for BBQs and one late night dash to recover an anchor from Poole Patches!  In view 
of this I thought I’d provide One of my favorite recipes for these much maligned fish, 
personally I think fresh mackerel (still flapping) is one of the best fish there is and there a 
great source of Omega 3. 

Mackerel are easily caught and come close in during the summer.  Quite often they can be 
caught in the shipping channel by the historic wreck, all you need is a set of cheap feathers, 
which can be obtained from any fishing shop, 30 m of fishing line and a lead weight 
(alternatively a cheap rod and reel will do the trick and make it easier), and a bucket to put 
them in.  The mackerel are caught by working the feathers up and down through the water 
until the fish bite. 

If you fancy a fishing trip, check the boat is free with Steve Ching, get yourself a boat handler 
and away you go. 
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6 small mackerel gutted (achieved by making a slit from the anal fin to the gills and pulling out 
everything)  

1 large onion roughly chopped 

5 garlic cloves 

5 fresh green chillies (more or less depending on your taste) 

75 grams of fresh coconut (or soaked desiccated coconut) 

4 tbsp fresh coriander, chopped 

1 tsp ground cumin 

Juice of 2 fresh limes 

2.5 cm of fresh ginger root chopped 

1 tsp sugar (optional – not if Tina’s your dentist) 

1 tsp of sea salt 

 

Slash each mackerel 3 times on each flank.  Blend all of the other ingredients to a smooth 
paste.  Baste the fish in the sauce or marinate for a couple of hours.  Then grill or BBQ the 
mackerel  for 5-7 minutes on each side until the fish flesh flakes easily. 
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U D M U S S E L B E D S 

B B R E A D A L E  B  

A O M I 7 W E S T B A Y 

R R C O F 2 O U 2 W Y J 

O G A L I T L B O V G A 

N A R D R D E I V E I X 

G N A H T U A V A N T I 

A Y N A H B N R P E A S 

R K T R F 7 S L T Z N W 

I Y A R I 4 K O C U O A 

O A N Y S W Y Y J L L N 

C R I O H C U B A A D A 

H B O X E R U 2 J R M G 

U A P A R 2 K Y A S R E 

A P A R I M A J X A P A 

 

A quick puzzle for on the loo ! 

 

AEOLEAN SKY   DRIFT    OLD HARRY 

AJAX     CARANTAN   SWANAGE  

APARIMA    CUBA    UB74 

AVANTI    FIRTHFISHER  VENEZULA  

BAGITANO    I.O.W    WEST BAY 

BARON GARIOCH   KYARRA    

BORGANY    M2     

BOXER    MOIDART    

BREADALE    MUSSEL BEDS 
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AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 2007  
 

West Bay 
 

Diving – contact Paul Bluett 
Saturday 25 th August: 

 

Barbecue on the campsite.    

Provided by the social committee.  

£8 per adult/ £4 per child 

Please let us know on the Saturday morning if you  

want us to cater for you.  

 

Sunday 26 th August: 

 

Dining at the Seagulls Restaurant.   Places are relatively 
limited so please telephone Nikki as soon as possible if you 
wish to join us.   Orders can be placed at the restaurant on the 
night.  


